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Religion at Work in a Neolithic Society

This book tackles the topic of religion, a broad subject exciting renewed interest across the social and
historical sciences. The volume is tightly focused on the early farming village of Çatalhöyük, which has
generated much interest both within and outside of archaeology, especially for its contributions to the
understanding of early religion. The volume discusses contemporary themes such as materiality, animism,
object vitality, and material dimensions of spirituality while at the same time exploring broad evolutionary
changes in the ways in which religion has influenced society. The volume results from a unique collaboration
between an archaeological team and a range of specialists in ritual and religion.

Violence and the Sacred in the Ancient Near East

This book is primarily for researchers and students in the archaeology of the Ancient Near East. The volume
results from intense interaction between archaeologists at these sites and a group of theorists studying the
scholarship of René Girard.

The Matter of Çatalhöyük

This volume presents material artifacts recovered from the site in these seasons, including a range of clay-
based objects (ceramics, clay balls, tokens, figurines) as well as those made of stone, shell and textile.

Consciousness, Creativity, and Self at the Dawn of Settled Life

Challenges the widely held assumption that the Neolithic saw an overall cognitive revolution.

Human Origins and the Image of God

How did human beings originate? What, if anything, makes us unique? These questions have long been
central to philosophers, theologians, and scientists. This book continues that robust interdisciplinary
conversation with contributions from an international team of scholars whose expertise ranges from biology
and anthropology to philosophical theology and ethics. The fourteen chapters in this volume are organized
around Wentzel van Huyssteen's pioneering work in human rationality, embodiment, and evolutionary
history. Bringing a variety of diverse perspectives to bear on a hotly debated issue, Human Origins and the
Image of Godshowcases new research by some of today's finest scholars working on questions regarding
human origins and human uniqueness.\"

Empires of Faith in Late Antiquity

Explores the problems for studying art and religion in Eurasia arising from ancestral, colonial and post-
colonial biases in historiography.

Peopling the Landscape of Çatalhöyük



This volume reports on the ways in which humans engaged in their material and biotic environments at
Çatalhöyük, using a wide range of archaeological evidence. This volume also summarizes work on the
skeletal remains recovered from the site, as well as analytical research on isotopes and aDNA.

Practicing Safe Sects

In Practicing Safe Sects F. LeRon Shults provides scientific and philosophical resources for having “the talk”
about religious reproduction: where do gods come from – and what are the costs of bearing them in our
culturally pluralistic, ecologically fragile environment?

Monumentalising Life in the Neolithic

One of the principal characteristics of the European Neolithic is the development of monumentality in
association with innovations in material culture and changes in subsistence from hunting and gathering to
farming and pastoralism. The papers in this volume discuss the latest insights into why monumental
architecture became an integral part of early farming societies in Europe and beyond. One of the topics is
how we define monuments and how our arguments and recent research on temporality impacts on our
interpretation of the Neolithic period. Different interpretations of Göbekli Tepe are examples of this
discussion as well as our understanding of special landmarks such as flint mines. The latest evidence on the
economic and paleoenvironmental context, carbon 14 dates as well as analytical methods are employed in
illuminating the emergence of monumentalism in Neolithic Europe. Studies are taking place on a macro and
micro scale in areas as diverse as Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, Germany, the Dutch wetlands,
Portugal and Malta involving a range of monuments from long barrows and megalithic tombs to roundels and
enclosures. Transformation from a natural to a built environment by monumentalizing part of the landscape
is discussed as well as changes in megalithic architecture in relation to shifts in the social structure. An
ethnographic study of megaliths in Nagaland discuss monument building as an act of social construction.
Other studies look into the role of monuments as expressions of cosmology and active loci of ceremonial
performances. Also, a couple of papers analyse the social processes in the transformation of society in the
aftermath of the initial boom in monument construction and the related changes in subsistence and social
structure in northern Europe. The aim of the publication is to explore different theories about the relationship
between monumentality and the Neolithic way of life through these studies encompassing a wide range of
types of monuments over vast areas of Europe and beyond.

Religion: a Very Short Introduction

Religion plays a central role in human experience. Billions of people around the world practice a faith and act
in accordance with it. Religion shapes how they enter the world and how they leave it - how they eat, dress,
marry, and raise their children. It affects law, economy, and government. It sanctifies injustice and combats
it. Beginning with the first signs of religion among ancient humans and concluding with a look at modern
citizens and contemporary trends,leading scholar Thomas Tweed examines this powerful and enduring force
in human society. Religion: A Very Short Introduction offers a concise non-partisan overview of religion's
long history and its complicated role in the world today.

The Routledge Handbook of Evolutionary Approaches to Religion

The past two decades have seen a growing interest in evolutionary and scientific approaches to religion. The
Routledge Handbook of Evolutionary Approaches to Religion is an outstanding reference source to the key
topics, problems and debates in this exciting and emerging field. Comprising over thirty chapters by a team
of international contributors the handbook pulls together scholarship in the following areas: evolutionary
psychology and the cognitive science of religion (CSR) cultural evolution the complementarity of
evolutionary psychology, cognitive science and cultural evolution Within these sections central issues,
debates and problems are examined, including: Cliodynamics, cultural group selection, costly signaling, dual
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inheritance theory, literacy, transmitting narratives, prosociality, supernatural punishment, cognition and
ritual, meme theory, fusion theory, sexual selection, agency detection, evoked culture, social brain
hypothesis, theory of mind, developmental psychology, emergence theory, social learning, cultural
cybernetics, cultural epidemiology, evolutionary and cultural psychology, memetics, by-product and
adaptationist theories of religion, systems and information theory, and computer modeling. This Handbook is
essential reading for students and researchers in religious studies and anthropology. It will also be very useful
to those in related fields, such as psychology, sociology of religion, cognitive biology, and evolutionary
biology.

A Companion to Ancient Near Eastern Art

Provides a broad view of the history and current state of scholarship on the art of the ancient Near East This
book covers the aesthetic traditions of Mesopotamia, Iran, Anatolia, and the Levant, from Neolithic times to
the end of the Achaemenid Persian Empire around 330 BCE. It describes and examines the field from a
variety of critical perspectives: across approaches and interpretive frameworks, key explanatory concepts,
materials and selected media and formats, and zones of interaction. This important work also addresses both
traditional and emerging categories of material, intellectual perspectives, and research priorities. The book
covers geography and chronology, context and setting, medium and scale, while acknowledging the diversity
of regional and cultural traditions and the uneven survival of evidence. Part One of the book considers the
methodologies and approaches that the field has drawn on and refined. Part Two addresses terms and
concepts critical to understanding the subjects and formal characteristics of the Near Eastern material record,
including the intellectual frameworks within which monuments have been approached and interpreted. Part
Three surveys the field’s most distinctive and characteristic genres, with special reference to Mesopotamian
art and architecture. Part Four considers involvement with artistic traditions across a broader reach,
examining connections with Egypt, the Aegean, and the Mediterranean. And finally, Part Five addresses
intersections with the closely allied discipline of archaeology and the institutional stewardship of cultural
heritage in the modern Middle East. Told from multiple perspectives, A Companion to Ancient Near Eastern
Art is an enlightening, must-have book for advanced undergraduate and graduate students of ancient Near
East art and Near East history as well as those interested in history and art history.

Architecture, Society, and Ritual in Viking Age Scandinavia

This book explores households, social organization, and rituals in Viking Age Scandinavia through a study of
dwellings and their doorways.

First Light

Newgrange in Ireland is a world famous monument not only because of its vast scale and elaborate
megalithic art, but also because of its renowned alignment to the sun on the winter solstice. Yet the origins of
Newgrange remain somewhat mysterious. Across Ireland over two hundred similar passage tombs are found,
some of which are considerably older than Newgrange. These less investigated monuments reveal that the
origins of Newgrange may be hidden in plain sight. A progression in the scale and sophistication of
construction of these passage tombs, developments in the styles of megalithic art, and an increase in the scale
and craftsmanship of associated artefacts may be observed, which taken together indicate a lengthy process
of development. In short, Robert Hensey uncovers an untold history at Newgrange; an island-wide story of
incremental changes over hundreds of years, of a society in evolution, perhaps in extremis, who left behind
such a rich, enigmatic and patterned legacy. This book not only charts the earlier history of Newgrange, but
addresses why it was constructed, what was its purpose. In the Boyne Valley, through Newgrange and related
sites at Br\u009c na B\u0097inne, we have evidence not only of extraordinary physical accomplishments, but
of tremendous acts of imagination; a testament to rich and developed inner worlds. In this book, it is
proposed that the concept of an otherworld which could be embodied by and accessed through passage tombs
was a central motivator in passage tomb construction from its earliest beginnings. Newgrange is at the end of
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a long tradition of monuments dedicated to the religious needs of Neolithic communities, from small-scale
monuments built by early farming groups; to potent otherworld centres of ritual training at the edge of
society; eventually to temple-like monuments standing at the very heart of the religious and political sphere
in Neolithic Ireland. Challenging both orthodox archaeological opinions and popular conjecture, this will be
an important book for anyone interested in Neolithic archaeology.

Becoming Neolithic

Becoming Neolithic examines the revolutionary transformation of human life that was taking place around
12,000 years ago in parts of southwest Asia. Hunter-gatherer communities were building the first permanent
settlements, creating public monuments and symbolic imagery, and beginning to cultivate crops and manage
animals. These communities changed the tempo of cultural, social, technological and economic innovation.
Trevor Watkins sets the story of becoming Neolithic in the context of contemporary cultural evolutionary
theory. There have been 70 years of international inter-disciplinary research in the field and in the laboratory.
Stage by stage, he unfolds an up-to-date understanding of the archaeology, the environmental and climatic
evidence and the research on the slow domestication of plants and animals. Turning to the latest theoretical
work on cultural evolution and cultural niche construction, he shows why the transformation accomplished in
the Neolithic began to accelerate the scale and tempo of human history. Everything that followed the
Neolithic, up to our own times, has happened in a different way from the tens of thousands of years of human
evolution that preceded it. This well-documented account offers a useful synthesis for students of prehistoric
archaeology and anyone with an interest in our prehistoric roots. This new narrative of the first rapid
transformation in human evolution is also informative to those interested in cultural evolutionary theory.

Pilgrimage and Economy in the Ancient Mediterranean

Pilgrimage and Economy in the Ancient Mediterranean brings together diverse scholarship to explore the
socioeconomic dynamics of ancient Mediterranean pilgrimage from archaic Greece to Late Antiquity, the
Greek mainland to Egypt and the Near East.

6000 BC

This book presents a comprehensive review of archaeological and environmental data between Syria and the
Balkans around 6000 BC.

Çatalhöyük Excavations

This volume discusses the main excavations at Neolithic Çatalhöyük East undertaken from 2009 to 2017.
The site is well known because of its large size, elaborate symbolism and wall paintings, and long history of
excavation. This volume covers the last period of excavation directed by Ian Hodder in the North and South
Areas of the site. It also describes the work conducted in the GDN Area on the later phases of occupation.
The main aim of these excavations was to understand the layout and social geography of the settlement (both
houses and open areas) and to situate the elaborate art and symbolism within a secure architectural and
depositional context. Excavation and conservation methods are described and the campaign of geophysical
prospection is described. Considerable focus is placed on detailed dating using Bayesian modeling that alters
significantly our understanding of the organization of the settlement. New light is thrown on the degree of
contemporaneity of buildings and on the continuities and breaks in house occupation and in the site as a
whole. A fuller understanding has also been reached of the variability of houses and burials and of how these
variations relate to social differentiation. The descriptions of excavated units, features and buildings
incorporates results from the analyses of animal bone, chipped stone, groundstone, shell, ceramics,
phytoliths, micromorphology. The integration of different types of data and of different voices within the
excavation team mimics the process of collaborative interpretation that took place during the excavation and
post-excavation process.
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Cattle and People

This volume originates in a conference session that took place at the 2018 International Council of
Archaeozoology conference in Ankara, Turkey, entitled \"Humans and Cattle: Interdisciplinary Perspectives
to an Ancient Relationship.\" The aim of the session was to bring together zooarchaeologists and their
colleagues from various other research fields working on human cattle interactions over time. The
contributions in this volume reflect well the breadth of work being undertaken on the ancient relationship
between humans and cattle across the continents of Europe, Africa and Asia, and from the late Pleistocene to
postmedieval period. Almost all involve the study of archaeological cattle remains and use different
zooarchaeological methods, but the combination of these approaches with that of ethnography, isotopes and
genetics is also featured. Author Interview

Handbook of Community Well-Being Research

This Handbook brings together foundational and leading-edge research exploring dimensions of improving
quality of life in communities of place. Social indicators and other assessment techniques will be explored,
including from the framework of community perspectives which is concerned with enhancing quality of life
for community members. As part of this trans-disciplinary work, participation, engagement, and
empowerment will be key concepts presented. Along with capacity building and service provision, these
elements influence community well-being and will be considered along with subjective and objective
assessment approaches. Researchers from around the globe share their work on this important topic of
community well-being, bringing together a diverse array of disciplinary perspectives. Those working in the
areas of public policy, community development, community and social psychology, urban and regional
planning, and sustainable development will find this volume particularly useful for the array of approaches
presented.

Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Archaeology

This book showcases the theories, methods, and accomplishments of archaeologists who investigate the
human mind through material forms. It encompasses the wide spectrum of cognitive archeology, showcasing
contributions from scholars globally. It delivers analysis of material culture, from stone tools to ceramic and
rock art of the past millennium.

What's in a Divine Name?

Divine Names are a key component in the communication between humans and gods in Antiquity. Their
complexity derives not only from the impressive number of onomastic elements available to describe and
target specific divine powers, but also from their capacity to be combined within distinctive configurations of
gods. The volume collects 36 essays pertaining to many different contexts - Egypt, Anatolia, Levant,
Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome - which address the multiple functions and wide scope of divine onomastics.
Scrutinized in a diachronic and comparative perspective, divine names shed light on how polytheisms and
monotheisms work as complex systems of divine and human agents embedded in an historical framework.
Names imply knowledge and play a decisive role in rituals; they move between cities and regions, and can be
translated; they interact with images and reflect the intrinsic plurality of divine beings. This vivid exploration
of divine names pays attention to the balance between tradition and innovation, flexibility and constraints, to
the material and conceptual parameters of onomastic practices, to cross-cultural contexts and local
idiosyncrasies, in a word to human strategies for shaping the gods through their names.

Shaman, Priest, Practice, Belief

Archaeological case studies consider material evidence of religion and ritual in the pre-Columbian Eastern

https://roysbeachhouse.com googlebook



Woodlands Archaeologists today are interpretin g Native American religion and ritual in the distant past in
more sophisticated ways, considering new understandings of the ways that Native Americans themselves
experienced them. Shaman, Priest, Practice, Belief: Materials of Ritual and Religion in Eastern North
America broadly considers Native American religion and ritual in eastern North America and focuses on
practices that altered and used a vast array of material items as well as how physical spaces were shaped by
religious practices. Unbound to a single theoretical perspective of religion, contributors approach ritual and
religion in diverse ways. Importantly, they focus on how people in the past practiced religion by altering and
using a vast array of material items, from smoking pipes, ceremonial vessels, carved figurines, and
iconographic images, to sacred bundles, hallucinogenic plants, revered animals, and ritual architecture.
Contributors also show how physical spaces were shaped by religious practice, and how rock art,
monuments, soils and special substances, and even land- and cityscapes were part of the active material
worlds of religious agents. Case studies, arranged chronologically, cover time periods ranging from the
Paleoindian period (13,000–7900 BC) to the late Mississippian and into the protohistoric/contact periods.
The geographical scope is much of the greater southeastern and southern Midwestern culture areas of the
Eastern Woodlands, from the Central and Lower Mississippi River Valleys to the Ohio Hopewell region, and
from the greater Ohio River Valley down through the Deep South and across to the Carolinas. Contributors
Sarah E. Baires / Melissa R. Baltus / Casey R. Barrier / James F. Bates / Sierra M. Bow / James A. Brown /
Stephen B. Carmody / Meagan E. Dennison / Aaron Deter-Wolf / David H. Dye / Bretton T. Giles / Cameron
Gokee / Kandace D. Hollenbach / Thomas A. Jennings / Megan C. Kassabaum / John E. Kelly / Ashley A.
Peles / Tanya M. Peres / Charlotte D. Pevny / Connie M. Randall / Jan F. Simek / Ashley M. Smallwood /
Renee B. Walker / Alice P. Wright

In Our Own Image

Annotation This study provides a comprehensive systematic classification, comparison and evaluation of the
major classes of theories of ultimate reality. It offers compelling analyses of anthropomorphism and
apophaticism, including tracing multiple dimensions of anthropomorphism in various models of ultimate
reality.

American Examples

American Examples: New Conversations about Religion, Volume One is the first in a series of annual
anthologies published in partnership with the Department of Religious Studies at The University of Alabama.
The American Examples initiative gathers scholars from around the world for a series of workshops designed
to generate big questions about the study of religion in America. Bypassing traditional white Protestant
narratives in favor of new perspectives on belief, social formation, and identity, American Examples fellows
offer dynamic perspectives on American faith that challenge our understandings of both America and religion
as categories. In the first volume of this exciting academic project, five topically and methodologically
diverse scholars vividly reimagine the potential applications of religious history. The five chapters of this
inaugural volume use case studies from America, broadly conceived, to ask larger theoretical questions that
are of interest to scholars beyond the subfield of American religious history. Prea Persaud's chapter explores
the place of Hinduism among the \"creole religions\" of the Caribbean, while Hannah Scheidt captures what
atheist parents say to each other about value systems. Travis Warren Cooper explains how the modernist
church architecture of Columbus, Indiana, became central to that city's identity. Samah Choudhury dissects
how Muslim American comedians navigate Western ideas of knowledge and self to make their jokes, and
their own selves legible, and Emily D. Crews uses ethnographic fieldwork to read the female reproductive
body among Nigerian Pentecostal congregations. Editor Michael J. Altman also provides a brief, rich
introduction assessing the state of the discipline of religious history and how the American Examples project
can lead the field forward.

Entangled
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Offers a comprehensive and accessible introduction to the theory of material entanglement and entrapment,
enriched with vivid examples from everyday life Entangled explores how archaeological evidence can help
provide a better understanding of the direction of human social and technological change, demonstrating how
the interrelationship of humans and things is a defining characteristic of human history and culture. Using
examples drawn from both the early farming settlements of the Middle East and daily life in the modern
world, Ian Hodder highlights the complex co-dependencies of humans and things—arguing that the
maintenance and sustaining of material worlds are the unseen drivers of human development. Updated and
expanded, Entangled offers new perspectives on the study of the relationality between things and humans. In
this edition, the author reframes relationality in terms of various forms of dependence to better explore
inequality, injustice, and the ways people get entrapped in detrimental social and economic situations. An
entirely new chapter focuses on human dependence on other humans, such as between colonial powers and
colonized people. Increased focus is placed on object-oriented ontologies and assemblages, symmetrical
archaeology, and indigenous and radical approaches in archaeology that critique relationality and
posthumanism. A wide range of new examples, references, and literature are presented throughout the book.
Argues that dependence on things forces humans down particular evolutionary pathways and social trends
Demonstrates how long-standing entanglements can be irreversible and increase in scale and complexity over
time Integrates archaeology, natural and biological sciences, and the social sciences Presents a critical review
of key contemporary perspectives, including material culture studies, phenomenology, evolutionary theory,
cognitive archaeology, human ecology, and complexity theory Entangled: A New Archaeology of the
Relationships between Humans and Things, Second Edition is essential reading for undergraduate and
graduate students, lecturers, researchers, and scholars in the fields of archeology, anthropology, material
culture studies, and related fields across the social sciences and humanities.

The Social Archaeology of Food

Introduction : The Social Life of Food -- Part I. Laying the Groundwork -- Framing Food Investigation -- The
Practices of a Meal in Society -- Part II. Current Food Studies in Archaeology -- The Archaeological Study of
Food Activities -- Food Economics -- Food Politics : Power and Status -- Part III. Food and Identity : The
Potentials of Food Archaeology -- Food in the Construction of Group Identity -- The Creation of Personal
Identity : Food, Body and Personhood -- Food Creates Society

Computational History and Data-Driven Humanities

This book constitutes the refereed post-proceedings of the Second IFIP WG 12.7 International Workshop on
Computational History and Data-Driven Humanities, held in Dublin, Ireland, in May 2016. The 7 full papers
presented together with 2 invited talks and 4 lightning talks were carefully reviewed and selected from 14
submissions. The papers focus on the challenge and opportunities of data-driven humanities and cover topics
at the interface between computer science, social science, humanities, and mathematics.

Human Sacrifice and Value

The present volume was made possible by the Norwegian Research Council’s generous funding of the
Human Sacrifice and Value project (FRIPROHUMSAM 275947). It explores concepts of human sacrifice.
This volume explores concepts of human sacrifice, focusing on its value – or multiplicity of values – in
relative cultural and temporal terms, whether sacrifice is expressed in actual killings, in ideas revolving
around ritualized, sanctioned or sanctified violence or loss, or in transformed and (often sublimated)
undertakings. Bridging a wide variety of interdisciplinary perspectives, it analyses a spectrum of sacrificial
logics and actions, daring us to rethink the scholarship of sacrifice by considering the oft hidden, subliminal
and even paradoxical values and motivations that underlie sacrificial acts. The chapters give needed attention
to pivotal questions in studies of sacrifice and ritualized violence – such as how we might employ new
approaches to the existing evidence or revise long-debated theories about what exactly ‘human sacrifice’ is or
might be, or why human sacrifice seems to emerge so often and so easily in human social experience across
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time and in vastly different cultures and historical contexts. Thus, the volume will strike a chord with
scholars of sociology, anthropology, archaeology, history, religious studies, political science and economics
–wherever interest is focused on critically rethinking questions of sacred and sanctified human violence, and
the values that make it what it is.

Foragers, Farmers, and Fossil Fuels

The best-selling author of Why the West Rules—for Now examines the evolution and future of human values
Most people in the world today think democracy and gender equality are good, and that violence and wealth
inequality are bad. But most people who lived during the 10,000 years before the nineteenth century thought
just the opposite. Drawing on archaeology, anthropology, biology, and history, Ian Morris explains why.
Fundamental long-term changes in values, Morris argues, are driven by the most basic force of all: energy.
Humans have found three main ways to get the energy they need—from foraging, farming, and fossil fuels.
Each energy source sets strict limits on what kinds of societies can succeed, and each kind of society rewards
specific values. But if our fossil-fuel world favors democratic, open societies, the ongoing revolution in
energy capture means that our most cherished values are very likely to turn out not to be useful any more.
Foragers, Farmers, and Fossil Fuels offers a compelling new argument about the evolution of human values,
one that has far-reaching implications for how we understand the past—and for what might happen next.
Originating as the Tanner Lectures delivered at Princeton University, the book includes challenging
responses by classicist Richard Seaford, historian of China Jonathan Spence, philosopher Christine
Korsgaard, and novelist Margaret Atwood.

A Social Theory of Corruption

A social theory of grand corruption from antiquity to the twenty-first century. In contemporary policy
discourse, the notion of corruption is highly constricted, understood just as the pursuit of private gain while
fulfilling a public duty. Its paradigmatic manifestations are bribery and extortion, placing the onus on
individuals, typically bureaucrats. Sudhir Chella Rajan argues that this understanding ignores the true depths
of corruption, which is properly seen as a foundation of social structures. Not just bribes but also caste,
gender relations, and the reproduction of class are forms of corruption. Using South Asia as a case study,
Rajan argues that syndromes of corruption can be identified by paying attention to social orders and the elites
they support. From the breakup of the Harappan civilization in the second millennium BCE to the
anticolonial movement in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, elites and their descendants made
off with substantial material and symbolic gains for hundreds of years before their schemes unraveled. Rajan
makes clear that this grander form of corruption is not limited to India or the annals of global history.
Societal corruption is endemic, as tax cheats and complicit bankers squirrel away public money in offshore
accounts, corporate titans buy political influence, and the rich ensure that their children live lavishly no
matter how little they contribute. These elites use their privileged access to power to fix the rules of the
game—legal structures and social norms—benefiting themselves, even while most ordinary people remain
faithful to the rubrics of everyday life.

Beyond Nature

In Beyond Nature Maurizi tackles the animal question from an unprecedented perspective: strongly
criticizing the abstract moralism that has always characterized animal rights activism, the author proposes a
revolutionary, historical-materialistic analysis of the relationship between humans and non-humans.

Ancient Andean Houses

In Ancient Andean Houses, Jerry Moore offers an extensive survey of vernacular architecture from across the
entire length of the Andes, drawing on ethnographic and archaeological information from Sierra Nevada de
Santa Marta in Colombia to the Patagonia region of Argentina and Chile. This book explores the diverse
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ways ancient peoples made houses, the ways houses re-create culture, and new perspectives and methods for
studying houses. In the first part of this multidimensional approach, Moore examines the construction of
houses and how they shaped different spheres of household life, considering commonalities and variations
among cultural traditions. In the second part, Moore discusses how domestic architecture serves as both
constructed template and lived-in environment, expressing social relationships between men and women,
adults and children, household members and the community, and the living and the dead. Finally, Moore
critiques archaeological approaches to the subject, arguing for a far-reaching and engaged reassessment of
how we study the houses and lives of people in the past. Moore emphasizes that the house has always been a
pivotal space around which complex human meanings orbit. This book demonstrates that the material traces
of dwellings offer insight into significant questions regarding the development of sedentism, the spread of
cultural traditions, and the emergence of social identities and inequalities.

Religion in the Emergence of Civilization

This book presents an interdisciplinary study of the role of spirituality and religious ritual in the emergence
of complex societies. Involving an eminent group of natural scientists, archaeologists, anthropologists,
philosophers, and theologians, this volume examines Çatalhöyük as a case study. A nine-thousand-year old
town in central Turkey, Çatalhöyük was first excavated in the 1960s and has since become integral to
understanding the symbolic and ritual worlds of the early farmers and village-dwellers in the Middle East. It
is thus an ideal location for exploring theories about the role of religion in early settled life. This book
provides a unique overview of current debates concerning religion and its historical variations. Through
exploration of themes including the integration of the spiritual and the material, the role of belief in religion,
the cognitive bases for religion, and religion's social roles, this book situates the results from Çatalhöyük
within a broader understanding of the Neolithic in the Middle East.

Religion, History, and Place in the Origin of Settled Life

This volume explores the role of religion and ritual in the origin of settled life in the Middle East, focusing on
the repetitive construction of houses or cult buildings in the same place. Prominent archaeologists,
anthropologists, and scholars of religion working at several of the region’s most important sites—such as
Çatalhöyük, Göbekli Tepe, Körtik Tepe, and A??kl? Höyük—contend that religious factors significantly
affected the timing and stability of settled economic structures. Contributors argue that the long-term social
relationships characteristic of delayed-return agricultural systems must be based on historical ties to place
and to ancestors. They define different forms of history-making, including nondiscursive routinized practices
as well as commemorative memorialization. They consider the timing in the Neolithic of an emerging
concern with history-making in place in relation to the adoption of farming and settled life in regional
sequences. They explore whether such correlations indicate the causal processes in which history-making,
ritual practices, agricultural intensification, population increase, and social competition all played a role.
Religion, History, and Place in the Origin of Settled Life takes a major step forward in understanding the
adoption of farming and a settled way of life in the Middle East by foregrounding the roles of history-making
and religious ritual. This work is relevant to students and scholars of Near Eastern archaeology, as well as
those interested in the origins of agriculture and social complexity or the social role of religion in the past.
Contributors: Kurt W. Alt, Mark R. Anspach, Marion Benz, Lee Clare, Anna Belfer-Cohen, Morris Cohen,
Oliver Dietrich, Güne? Duru, Yilmaz S. Erdal, Nigel Goring-Morris, Ian Hodder, Rosemary A. Joyce, Nicola
Lercari, Wendy Matthews, Jens Notroff, Vecihi Özkaya, Feridun S. ?ahin, F. Leron Shults, Devrim Sönmez,
Christina Tsoraki, Wesley Wildman

Chinese Religion and Familism

Reflecting on over half a century of study on Chinese culture, Jordan Paper explores new ways of
approaching religion in China. Moving away from using Christianity as a model for examination, which has
led to considerable misunderstandings between China and the West, Paper instead applies the paradigm of
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Familism to Chinese religion. By looking through the lens of Familism, which emphasises the importance of
the family unit, Paper argues that we can understand the basis of Chinese culture, society, government, and
religion. In the book, Paper explains how, when and why Familism appears in the development of human
culture in the Neolithic period, as well as its ramifications in more complex societies, using the imperial
Chinese state as an example. The discussion in the book includes how the Chinese state can be understood as
a religious institution; the role of spirit possession; the relationship of other religions in China to Chinese
Religion, including Buddhism, Daoism and Judaism; and the issue of freedom of religion in contemporary
China. Chinese Religion and Familism not only challenges the discipline's perception of Chinese religion, but
all of the religions of East Asia, indigenous sub-Saharan African religions, Polynesian Religion, and
elsewhere.

The Oxford Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology and Religion

Résumé : This handbook is currently in development, with individual articles publishing online in advance of
print publication. At this time, we cannot add information about unpublished articles in this handbook,
however the table of contents will continue to grow as additional articles pass through the review process and
are added to the site. Please note that the online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first
article in the title was published online. For more information, please read the site FAQs.

Where Do Cities Come From and Where Are They Going To? Modelling Past and
Present Agglomerations to Understand Urban Ways of Life

Over the last decade, there has been a surge of interest in urbanization and economic development, sparked
by the realization that making urban life sustainable is one of the greatest challenges facing us in the 21st
century (this is now one of the core sustainable development goals of the United Nations). This has exerted
considerable pressure on researchers to come up with more scientific ways of studying urbanism and
economic activity over the long run, which has resulted not only in the development of new theoretical
frameworks, but also in the collection of vast amounts of data from a range of settings. This has led to the
realization that, although there are significant differences between settlements in different settings, there are
nonetheless important regularities and commonalities between a diverse group of settlements in range of
geographical and historical contexts, including both ancient and modern ones. This suggests that a common
feature of settlements is their ability to generate increased social connectivity, greater division of labour and
specialization, and enhanced technological invention and innovation, albeit with costs to levels of equality,
quality of life, and standards of living, as well as impacts on the environment, which cannot be separated
from the emergence of confederations and states and the creation of settlement systems, hierarchies and
networks. We believe that this field of enquiry now stands at a critical juncture. Although it is now feasible to
talk about many aspects of ancient and modern urbanism with relative confidence, such as the numbers of
cities or their sizes, much of the discussion of these themes within historical and archaeological circles has
been on a discursive or qualitative level, while it is often difficult to harmonize the different models that have
been applied to date into a consistent empirical and theoretical framework. A new approach to settlements
throughout different contexts should now be within our grasp, however, thanks to both the ease with which
information can be disseminated and the facilities that recent developments in IT offer us to model, analyse,
and statistically test data.

The Bloomsbury Handbook of Material Religion in the Ancient Near East and Egypt

With contributions spanning from the Neolithic Age to the Iron Age, this book offers important insights into
the religions and ritual practices in ancient Egyptian and Near Eastern communities through the lenses of
their material remains. The book begins with a theoretical introduction to the concept of material religion and
features editor introductions to each of its six parts, which tackle the following themes: the human body;
religious architecture; the written word; sacred images; the spirituality of animals; and the sacred role of the
landscape. Illustrated with over 100 images, chapters provide insight into every element of religion and
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materiality, from the largest building to the smallest amulet. This is a benchmark work for further studies on
material religion in the ancient Near East and Egypt.

An Ethology of Religion and Art

Drawing from sources including the ethology of art and the cognitive science of religion this book proposes
an improved understanding of both art and religion as behaviors developed in the process of human
evolution. Looking at both art and religion as closely related, but not identical, behaviors a more coherent
definition of religion can be formed that avoids pitfalls such as the Eurocentric characterization of religion as
belief or the dismissal of the category as nothing more than false belief or the product of scholarly invention.
The book integrates highly relevant insights from the ethology and anthropology of art, particularly the
identification of \"the special\" by Ellen Dissanayake and art as agency by Alfred Gell, with insights from,
among others, Ann Taves, who similarly identified \"specialness\" as characteristic of religion. It integrates
these insights into a useful and accurate understanding and explanation of the relationship of art and religion
and of religion as a human behavior. This in turn is used to suggest how art can contribute to the
development and maintenance of religions. The innovative combination of art, science, and religion in this
book makes it a vital resource for scholars of Religion and the Arts, Aesthetics, Religious Studies, Religion
and Science and Religious Anthropology.
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